
‘ … on going up Shotover Hill’.

(Revd. F.W. Hope, 1819)

With the fascinating geology and habitats of
Shotover Hill being so close to Oxford, and
rather unusual in Oxfordshire, it is not surprising
that when the scientific recording of Britain's
natural history began in the 19th century,
Shotover became a magnet for naturalists of all
kinds. So along with other important study sites
around Oxford such as Tubney Wood and
Bayswater Brook, Shotover has a long heritage
of recording in both flora and fauna. Not only
does this give a hint of what these places were
like in past centuries, it provides an invaluable
resource with which to compare more recent
findings.

But quite apart from the wildlife that was
recorded back then, among the naturalists who
have made their way up the Hill to see what they
can find, are a number of eminent and
fascinating characters.

FLORA
The earliest records of plants on Shotover

were noted down by the herbalists of the 17th
century, and this 'recording' would have been
more to do with recognising plants for their
medicinal properties. Some of the first visitors to
record such plants were William Coles (1626–
1662), Jacob Bobart the Younger (1641–1719)
and the great polymath natural historian Dr
Robert Plot (1640–1696, cover picture). In Coles'
1657 herbal Adam in Eden: or Nature’s
Paradise, he notes a carnivorous Sundew as
'one of the sorts with round leaves, whether it be
the greater or the lesser I cannot say, groweth
upon Shotover-Hill, on the side towards
Heddington Quarries’. Around the same time
Bobart embarked on the first scientific recording
of bryophytes. In Plot's The Natural History of

Oxfordshire (1677) he gives an account of
Trailing Tormentil (Potentilla anglica); first
recorded in Britain on Shotover Hill. Although
Round-leaved Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia),
and the acidic bog that it requires, are now long
gone from Shotover, Trailing Tormentil still clings
on in a few places near Horspath Common.

George Claridge Druce (1850–1932)
In 1886 the leading Oxfordshire botanist

George Druce published The Flora of
Oxfordshire with a second edition appearing in
1927. These two publications contain a great

number of records for
Shotover, many of them
derived from Druce's
own visits to the Hill, but
also include a collation
of the work of his
predecessors such as
Dillenius (1687–1747),
Sibthorp (1758–1796),
Baxter (1787–1871) and
Boswell (1837–1897).
Many of the plants that
were recorded by these
botanists can no longer

be found on Shotover - about 100 species - but
give a glimpse of the countryside of over 200
years ago. The marsh plants show that there
was much more impenetrable bog in those days,
but later, once these wetlands were drained, for
a while Shotover became host to the plants of
rural lanes and arable fields.

INSECTS
The Revd. F.W. Hope (1792–1862)

Frederick Hope was one of the founding
fathers of entomology. Near the end of his life he
bequeathed his library of 1800 books and nearly
1000 draws of insects to the Oxford University
Museum (which had just been completed) and

this gift, together with the founding of the Hope
Professorship of Entomology, established one of
the most important centres for insect study in
Britain. Yet, even as a young student at Christ
Church College, Hope was already collecting
beetles at Shotover.

Thereafter, and through into the early 20th
century, many eminent entomologists ventured
out along the London Road and up onto
Shotover Hill. These included John Westwood
(1805–1893), one of the most prominent
entomologists of his era, and the first Hope
Professor at Oxford. However, significant among
the frequent visitors were Shotover Wildlife's two
heroes - Albert Hamm and John Walker.

Albert Henry Hamm (1861–1951)
Albert Hamm

was appointed to
the Oxford
Museum in 1897,
initially as a printer
(especially of
insect pin-labels)
but through his
inexhaustible drive
for local field work
and his study of
insect behaviour,
he became a
highly respected
entomologist.

When the Victoria County History of
Oxfordshire was published in 1939, the
substantial chapters on flies, bees and wasps
were based almost entirely on the collections of
Albert Hamm. Unfortunately for us, he was more
prolific with an insect net than a pen and wrote
little, and all we can learn of his life remains
printed as dates and places on his pin-labels!



Even though Shotover was just one of several
local sites that Hamm frequented, on the basis
of his collection of flies alone, his output was
remarkable. For 20 years he visited 8 times a
year (on average) with at least 30 visits in 1916.
He recorded over 800 species of fly and 200
species of bee and wasp on the Hill.

John James Walker (1851–1939)

Commander
John Walker retired
from the Navy in
1904 and settled in
Oxford. He was
probably the best
British coleopterist
of his time, and in
his worldly travels
was able to collect
beetles from across
the globe.

For 28 years
from 1905, Walker
collected beetles at
Shotover ─ almost 

every year. He was well known for his very
thorough and systematic surveying of a habitat,
and recorded many rare species in the Oxford
area.

As an ex-naval officer he kept neatly written
diaries and field notebooks, and these are
preserved in the Hope Library at the University
Museum. By reading through these diaries,
Shotover Wildlife found over 70 species of
beetle that would have been otherwise unknown
for Shotover at that time. And even though
beetle recording is now well advanced on
Shotover there are at least 200 of Walker's
species yet to find - if they are still there.
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The first insects to be found
on Shotover

first scientific record of any insect on

otover was of two beetles. In 1819, '...

going up Shotover Hill’ the Oxford

omologist, the Revd. F. W. Hope,

ed both the Bloody-nosed Beetle

archa tenebricosa) and the Black Oil

etle (Meloe proscarabeus). The

ody-nosed Beetle is today one of

otover’s most iconic species of insect;

ever the Black Oil Beetle is now very

rce in Britain and has not been

orded on Shotover Hill since Hope
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otover Wildlife is an independent
luntary organisation founded to research
d communicate the importance of
otover Hill for wildlife
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