
‘No one plants an acorn for to sit in
the shade of the Oak’. Tom Harris (1898-1970)

Shotover’s trees have been used and enjoyed
by local people and wildlife for centuries. The
remarkable trees of this area are living links to a
rich local history of royal forests, forgotten farms
and bygone industries.

Shotover Wildlife has been working to locate
and conserve ancient and veteran trees in this
area - old trees of particular significance for our
wildlife and heritage. Here we present just a
handful of our favourites. We hope you enjoy
seeking them out and are perhaps inspired to
make a few discoveries of your own!

1 The Venerable Cherry
Find: fairly easy

Experts have
suggested that
this charming
tree may be
amongst the
most important
members of the

Wild Cherry
species in this

country. The species
is known for profuse
displays of white
blossom each spring,
which give way in
summer to juicy fruit,
which birds love to eat.

The tree has been noted to exude trickles of
resin at certain times of the year; resin is the
thick, sticky, honey-coloured substance that,
when fossilised, creates the “Amber” that is
sometimes seen in unusual jewellery pieces

(sometimes containing fossilised insects). Look
out for any tiny little insects that might have
become stuck in this gooey mess: they may end
up being trapped and preserved (dead, but
perfectly formed) for millions of years!

2 The Bendy Birch
Find: fairly easy

Much speculation surrounds the origins of this
tree’s unusual shape. One possibility is that as a
sapling it may have been permanently bent but
not broken (perhaps by snowfall) before sending
out a branch that recovered upwards growth. It
certainly demonstrates the potential strength of
timber! Don’t overlook the various ‘micro-plants’,
the mosses and liverworts, growing on the
horizontal section. They are minute but intricate
masterpieces of evolution that tenaciously cling
onto life wherever they find suitable places for
growth. Look carefully and see how many
different types you can spot.

3 Dick’s Crab
Find: somewhat hidden

The recent significance of this Crab Apple tree
was first noticed by Dick Greenaway MBE, a
woodland archaeologist who grew up locally.
With an estimated age of around 150 years and
a girth of 9 feet 8 inches (2.9m), this is a
particularly large specimen for its species and
has therefore taken a well-earned place in our
tree inventory.

Each autumn, the bountiful tree produces an
abundance of crab apples, which are sharper to
taste than closely-related domestic apples. Fruit
trees like this one are an important source of
food for birds. Local people have also enjoyed
the tree’s delicious 150 year old flavour by
making Crab Apple jelly from its autumn fruit.

4 The Shotover Oak
Find: easy

Until recently, this well-known tree was
thought to be about 280 years old,
although advances in our
knowledge of tree
ageing now
suggest that
this grand old
oak may be
closer to 400
years, dating
back to the
reign of
Elizabeth I.

The tree may
owe its longevity to
the process of “pollarding”, a
traditional technique which involves
cutting the tree’s timber at head height and then
allowing it to regenerate its branches well out of
the reach of hungry deer and livestock. If done
properly, the procedure can rejuvenate many
broadleaved trees and extend their lives
considerably. Although displaying signs of
ageing, experts have suggested that, with
proper management, this much-loved landmark
tree could prosper well into the future.

5 The Snark Tree
Find: rather tricky

Step off the beaten track to meet a paradoxical
plant that has flummoxed foresters and
bamboozled botanists. Located in a shaded
thicket, the Snark appears at first to be a single
tree. Closer inspection, however, reveals it to be
three separate trees (belonging to three
completely different species) that have fused
together to create the appearance of a single,
living trunk.



Follow around the tree to see how the crinkle-cut
bark of Willow gives way abruptly to the smooth
ochre of Ash and then to the sooty, flaky bark of
Sycamore; up above, a tangle of the distinctive
leaves of each species bursts forth.

The mixed-species tree is thought to have
formed when Ash and Sycamore saplings
germinated within a hollow in the Willow tree,
eventually fusing together with their host tree.
The tree is named in honour of the Snark, the
mythical beast of uncertain character from the
poetry of Lewis Carroll.
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