
Seek where Red Campions abound,
the blushing faces found. Anon.

Featuring: the Sandpit, springs, trees, birds
and burrowing insects
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 Go SO downhill, bearing L at the next , and
continue downward on this straight path.
On the left is Harriet’s Oak, an oak tree with a large
hole where a branch has broken off. Out of this hole
came Harriet, a queen Hornet, looking very weak
and unable to fly. Hornets had been rather scarce in
Britain in the 1980s, and Harriet was one of the first

 Turn R into the woodland. After just a few
metres, turn L at the next . Carry SO over three
spring channels (see map), the first shallow, the
second deep and the third broad.
The grassy area and woodland edge on the left is
one of Shotover Wildlife’s regular recording points
for birds, with over 50 species seen to date. The
KEY: L = left R = right SO = straight on
Start with your back to the notice board near
e entrance to the car park. Look for the two s
head L) and follow the short track across the

rassy field towards the woodland.
ou have only just begun your walk, but this little
ath already has some wildlife surprises. Many
ny, harmless bees and wasps dig their nesting
oles along here, and on a warm day in the
pring or summer you will see them flying around,
oing in and out. They will still be there in the
inter - under the mud and puddles! Some of
ese insects are quite rare and help to make
hotover Hill an important place for wildlife.

Enter the woodland. The path bears L towards
low soil bank with a line of old boundary oak
ees (see map overleaf). At the junction turn R
here there is a  to show you the way. This is a
ridleway, so look out for horses and bicycles.
he oak trees, lined up along an old boundary
ank, are all that is left of a hedgerow separating
o quite different fields. You have just left Mary

adler’s Field, which was grazed by sheep until
e 1940s, so the trees have grown up only since
en. But you are now in Johnson’s Piece, which

as been unmanaged woodland for at least 150
ears, so the trees here are very much older.

Head SO downhill past a bridleway post (blue
igns). Bear L at the 2nd bridleway post, then

mediately L again at the .
his path continues to follow the old boundary
round Johnson’s Piece.

records on Shotover for many years. Hornets are
now doing quite well, but sadly Harriet died after
about 5 weeks in care. The Hornet is Britian’s
largest wasp, and the queen has a wing span of 6
cm (the silhouette here is life size).

 Bear R after the next . The path levels out
with a clearing on the L. Go SO into a narrow grassy
clearing, and a short distance to the next . The
Sandpit is ahead of you, and you can visit by
deviating from the Red Trail here.

area attracts Green Woodpeckers to feed on the
abundant ants, and Long-tail Tits often flit along
the woodland edge. The woodland is frequented
by a great variety of warblers and finches, and
occasionally, noisy feeding flocks of Redwings.

 Continue on to the next , then past a series
of 3 s on a gentle right-hand bend.
Aerial photos from 60 years ago show that this
area of oak woodland was once an open field with
grazing sheep. Look carefully and you will see
that there are no old trees. Although not
especially rich in tree or flower species, areas like

this are an important
habitat for a range of
wildlife. The leaf-mould on
the ground has an
abundance of beetles, and
most especially, provides
a quiet place for toads.

 Bear R through the woodland, then SO past
the next  to a T. Turn R onto the bridleway ().
Take care to look out for horses and bicycles.

T = ‘T’ junction  = post with a red triangle

The Sandpit. It is unusual for spring water to
run out over sand, and that is why there is
nothing quite like the natural sandpit at
Shotover. Playing in the sand, with the constant
trickle of water, has been an irresistible
attraction to generations of children.

The big stone ‘Doggers’ add more charm and
have local names, such as ‘Giant’s Marbles’
and ‘Matilda’s Tears’, with folk tales to match.

Actually the Doggers ‘grew’ in underground
water, taking millions of years as more and
more calcium stuck to the surface - a little like a
gritty stalactite.

Sandpit wildlife. Surprisingly, there is a lot of
important wildlife at the Sandpit, even with all
the activity, and in some cases, because of it!
Many insects specialise in nesting in the sandy
banks, and there are unusual plants that you
would normally expect to see on sand dunes.

Shotover’s springs. All along this lower part
of the Red Trail there are many little springs.
Above the Sandpit you can see where springs
have made channels in the ground, some
having since dried up. Water will always come
out of the ground somewhere here, but over the
years the exact places have changed - as you
can see.



 After turning R, follow the bridleway uphill,
passing another .
During the Second World War certain parts of
Shotover Hill (in and around Johnson’s Piece)
were taken over by the army, e.g. Horseshoe
Field for tank training and Long Marsh for hand-
grenade throwing practice. On the right of the
bridleway were long lines of battle trenches for
training, even though trenches were no longer
deployed in warfare by then. In the 1950s they
were filled in after a boy was tragically killed when
one caved in on him.

 At a multiple junction () turn L, and
then fork R almost immediately at the next .
At the junction is the large stump of a dead oak
tree. Quite apart from the importance of this fine
tree for wildlife when it was alive, the dead stump
will pass through many stages of decay, with
each stage being similarly important for wildlife.
For example, in 2010 a Treecreeper nested
behind the loose flaps of bark.

 Follow the path as it winds uphill past a

, up log steps (take care) and through a
grove of Silver Birches until you reach the
open grass of Mary Sadler’s Field ().
Shotover’s lizards are wonderfully camouflaged
by their mottled markings, and are very quick and
timid. Only the quietest and most observant of
walkers see them! The harmless Grass Snake
also stays well away from passers-by. Shotover is
a most important place for these declining
reptiles, and you can see either of them almost
anywhere in Mary Sadler’s Field.

 Turn R at the  and follow the shrubby

edge until the notice board comes into view,
to which go SO to complete your tour.

We hope you have enjoyed these notes.
Please contact us if you have any comments.
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Illustrations: Lizard and Toad by Jacqueline Wright
Oxford City Council maintains the Red Trail and the other two marked
routes at Shotover Country Park.
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Time for walk: 20-30 minutes
Distance: ¾ mile (1.1 km)
Other useful leaflets to take with you: Discovering Shotover

Bees and Wasps
Myths and Legends
Reptiles Birds
Trees Geology

Red Trail
Wildlife (and Route guide)

on SHOTOVER

Shotover Wildlife is a voluntary organisation
founded to research and communicate the
importance of Shotover Hill for wildlife

Chair: Ivan Wright
Tel: 01865 874423

enquiries@shotover-wildlife.org.uk
www.shotover-wildlife.org.uk


