
a green thought in a green shade
(Andrew Marvell, ‘The Garden’, 1681)

Featuring: woodland, wildflowers, birds
and geology

 Start with your back to the notice board near
the entrance from the car park. Head R across the
grassy field, staying close to the right-hand edge,
past two □s, and continue SO to the 3rd □.
The soils of Shotover are typically acidic and infertile.
However, this top field, though acidic, has become more
fertile over the years, causing the grass to grow more
strongly, and must be cut every year. The stronger
grasses out-compete many of the wildflowers and so the
area is botanically limited. This area does, however,
have a good range of the scarcer wax cap fungi.

 Continuing along the edge of the field, go

downhill past the 4th □. Bear R down the worn
track, between the gorse bushes.
Here you pass one of Shotover Wildlife’s 20 regular bird
survey points. Birds have been monitored here every
month since 2001. Forty different species have been
recorded including Nuthatch, Linnet and Willow Warbler.

 Go SO down the hill, past another □ (path on L)

into the wood. Fork R at the □ a few yards on. The
path continues briefly downhill and uphill before
levelling off for 150 yds to the next □.
This sunny path is a fine habitat for wildflowers,
butterflies, solitary bees and many soil-nesting insects.

The lower ground to the right has been cleared of
Sycamore by Shotover Wildlife, so that the sunlight
reaches the ground. On a warm summer’s day you are
likely to see many small holes in the path, created by
the mining bees, digger wasps and fossorial beetles.

 Bear L down the steps (take care) and head

downhill (past OP 8) to the T at the bottom (□). Turn
R and continue to the gate. Take care as you walk
out onto the tarmac road, and turn L to walk down
The Ridings.
The Ridings is now a service road for private houses,
but originally led to ‘Horsepath’, and provided access to
Westhill Farm and Elder Stubs Farm.

 Follow the road for 150 yds, then turn R over

the stile by the gate (□) into Magdalen Wood.
Although not old enough to qualify as an ‘ancient’
woodland, Magdalen Wood is shown on maps going
back over 230 years. However, it is now only a shadow
of its former extent. In 1959 the construction of the
Oxford Ring Road claimed the central third, leaving a
small fragment each side.

 A few yards into the wood go L at a Y and after
50 yds bear L at an oblique junction. Go 200 yds to a
Y and then L at the □ and OP 9.

 Go over a footbridge and on to a T at the tarmac

track. Turn R, following the track until you reach a □,
where you turn L onto a smaller track.
The concrete roads were laid out in 1940 as part of a
wartime encampment for 1,500 troops. The camp
extended half a mile west from The Ridings, and was
completed in just 6 months. Although the temporary huts
were still in use as Council housing in 1960, all is now

gone except for some hut foundations, and trees have
been planted. In places, garden plants still persist where
the past residents made their homes.

 Follow this track for a while to a tarmac road

(□). Turn L, and then after 20 yds, turn R. Pass
almost immediately over a small footbridge, and go
SO at the + (□).
You are now entering Brasenose Wood, a fine habitat
for birds, butterflies and scarce woodland flowers.

KEY: L = left R = right SO = straight on
T = ‘T’ junction  = triangle junction
Y = fork junction OP = orienteering post
+ = crossroads □ = post with a green square

Elder Stubbs (modern spelling). The land on the
left was once called ‘Elder Stubs’, and was common
land for the parishioners of Cowley. When the
commoners were turned off this fine land to build
grand houses in 1852, they were given poorer
ground to cultivate at Cowley Marsh (near Florence
Park), but they took the name with them, and Elder
Stubbs is now an excellent allotment site.

Brasenose Wood. Nowhere else in Shotover
Country Park can you step into a landscape that
has remained much the same for about 500 years:
ancient coppice woodland. Elizabeth I granted
coppicing (cutting) rights to Brasenose College in
1570.

The years of continuous woodland cover are a
great asset to wildlife and biodiversity, as these
are the places where some of our rarest plants and
animals can be found.

In springtime the woodland flowers are a
captivating sight (e.g. Wind-flower, Bluebell,
Primrose and Celandine). Then throughout the
rest of the year locally rare flowers, grasses and
sedges all take their turn: Saw-wort, Cow-wheat,
Wood Melick, Pale Sedge and others.

Brasenose Wood supports a great diversity of
nesting and visiting bird species. The dawn
chorus on a May morning is truly magnificent.

Among the insects recorded here are several
nationally rare flies, beetles and spiders. Not only
are these species of particular interest to
naturalists, they can also lend protection from
unsuitable activities to the whole woodland.

Such a special woodland requires active
management that is both well informed and
carefully considered. For example, in the past cut
timber has been removed or burned, but is now
left to stand or rot for the benefit of insects and
fungi. Also, deer grazing has increased markedly
since the 1960s, and consequently the regime for
hazel coppicing has had to be modified to
preserve the woodland flora.

>>> Double leaflet <<<
which can be used for two shorter walks

Part 1: Magdalen Wood and Brasenose Wood
Part 2: Horspath Common and The Plain



This is the halfway point of the walk

From here you can choose to continue with Part 2 of the
walk (fold the page over), or go back to the car park and
do the second part another day.

Directions: Return to the car park by taking the middle
track of the three (looking from the bend in the road).
Go uphill to the area of open grass and continue on to
the Sandpit. Go over the Sandpit and take any uphill
path until you get to the car park. Alternatively, from the
Sandpit you can follow the Red Trail (marked by posts
with red triangles).

 Continue to a fork and turn L (□). Follow this

path, passing another □, until you come to a clearing
and a log seat under an oak.
Here, in the very heart of the woodland, Shotover
Wildlife created a large glade in 2010 - a habitat which
greatly enhances the diversity of wildlife. The glade was
crafted to be sheltered yet sunny, providing an oasis of
warmth. Glades such as these are particularly valuable
for woodland flowers and insects, especially moths and
butterflies.

 Carry on past the log seat, bear L at the □, go

SO at the next +, then turn R at the next + (□).
These paths, especially in the northern part of the wood,
are some of the richest for woodland flora. Some of the
diversity is quite easily noticed: Spotted-orchids, Bugle,
Cuckoo Flower and violets, as well as the statuesque
woodland grasses: Hairy Brome, Wood Millet and Tufted
Hair-grass. Much less obvious are the many smaller
grasses, wood-rushes and sedges, some of which are
locally rare, e.g. Bearded Couch, Hairy Wood-rush and
Oval Sedge.

 Continue on to a T with a wide sandy track (□).
Turn L and follow the track to the T with the tarmac
road (□).
You are now back at the very old road to Westhill Farm
and Horspath village. The road is lined with ditches and
banks with mature English Oak, Ash and Field Maple,
which also mark the ancient boundary of the woodland.

 Go R and follow the road for 200 yds to a left-

hand bend, where it crosses a bridleway (□) and then
a stream, and leaves the woods for the open fields.
The field on the left, as you walk up the track, has been
cut for hay each year. The result is a flower-rich hay-
meadow. In early summer bees and butterflies are
abundant. Also look out for the owls, Kestrels and
Sparrowhawks, which love to hunt here.

 Continue SO along the tarmac to the top of the
slope where the road turns sharp R. Here the route
joins the Yellow Trail and enters the woodland of
Shotover Hill.

Cover illustration: Saw-wort (Serratula tinctoria)

Time for walk: 1 hour for each of the 2 Parts
Total Distance: 3.1 miles (5 km)
Other useful leaflets to take with you: Discovering Shotover (Map)

Birds
Geology
Habitats
Woodland Flowers

GReen Trail
Wildlife (and Route guide)

on SHOTOVER

Part 1
(Part 2 on the reverse)Lords-and-Ladies (Arum maculatum)

This intriguing plant, which is such a
welcome sight in our woodlands, has
many unusual features. The flower
is a delicate sheathing
‘spathe’ (botanically
a bract) that encloses
the upright ‘spadix’, which
lures insects in. The flower is
also faintly luminous and is able
to imprison flies until they have been
forced to pollinate it. Once pollinated,
a cluster of bright red berries develops.
‘Lords-and-Ladies’ is believed to have
more common names in England than
any other wild plant - 118! For example:
Cuckoo-pint, Priest-in-the-pulpit,
Adder’s-meat and Ozberry.

Shotover Wildlife is a voluntary organisation
founded to research and communicate the

importance of Shotover Hill for wildlife.
Chair: Ivan Wright
Tel: 01865 874423

enquiries@shotover-wildlife.org.uk
www.shotover-wildlife.org.uk



Green Trail Wildlife, Part 2

From the halfway point:

 Go along the tarmac road, passing a pond on
the L, and go uphill towards Westhill Farm gate.
There is very little open water anywhere in the Country
Park, as the ponds and wetlands were drained for
agricultural improvement many years ago. This pond is
the only one that appears on old maps. Generally ponds
on Shotover are not very diverse in species because
many dogs like to splash around in them.

 Fork L at the □ to cut the corner, and continue

up to the wide stony track. Go L (□) up the track to
the next □.
All of the tracks around here were service roads for
Westhill Farm. Here and there, boundary banks and
large oaks confirm the line of these routes, some of
which can be found on old maps.

 Turn sharp R back down to the T near Westhill

Farm (□).

 Turn L at the T and go downhill to Ben’s Bridge,
the wide footbridge at the bottom.
Ben’s Bridge is named after Ben the donkey, who was
kept in the garden of the nearby farmhouse. For years
the inquisitive Ben would often come to the corner of the
garden to see who was passing by. You could hear him
braying from anywhere on the hill and beyond.

 Cross the bridge and carry SO, leaving the
Yellow Trail to the left, and climb steeply to a Y at
the top where the slope eases (□).
Most of the trees around this fork junction have been
planted at different times, and the pines and oaks in the
valley on the left are about 100 years old. More species
of birds have been recorded here in recent years than
anywhere else in the SSSI (Site of Special Scientific
Interest). Shotover Wildlife surveys here every month,
and the list frequently includes Goldcrest, Treecreeper,
woodpeckers and several birds of prey.

 Turn R and follow the curving path as it dips
and then climbs sharply through younger planted
trees, and out into open ground.
For most of the year this path is damp and slippery (take
care!) as it crosses the spring-line.

 Keep L of the large veteran Ash tree and follow

the curving path to a T at a wide sandy track (□).
This is a popular bridleway so watch out for bikes,
runners and horses, all of which are permitted.

 Turn L and go up the hill, carrying SO at the next
junction (follow the bridleway). Turn R at the next +
(□).
The eroded gullies on this path are a typical problem of
heathland tracks. However, it is now appreciated that
such tracks have a rich diversity of heathland insects,
and should not be repaired if there is another solution. In
this instance the gullies have not been filled or replaced
by log steps, but allowed to stabilise naturally by
encouraging an alternative path alongside.

This is the second half of the walk

Part 2 can be walked separately from Part 1 by
going from the car park straight to the halfway
point, and continuing the route from there.

Directions: From the car park, follow the Red Trail
(posts with red triangles) through woodland until it
opens out into grassland and you can see the
Sandpit. Leave the Red Trail by crossing over the
Sandpit and grassy area, and continue downhill to
the tarmac road.

KEY: L = left R = right SO = straight on
T = ‘T’ junction  = triangle junction
Y = fork junction OP = orienteering post
+ = crossroads □ = post with a green square

Spring-lines and geology. There is a spring-line at
this level all around the hill. Where the sandy soils
sit on solid clay, ground-water from the permeable
sand spills out over the sticky clay.

Shotover geology is quite complicated, with
many different overlapping layers or ‘strata’. In
fact, as you climb up from Ben’s Bridge and on to
the large veteran Ash tree ahead, you will walk
over the five main strata of the hill: Glacial Clay,
Jurassic Sand, Kimmeridge Clay, Portland
Limestone and Whitchurch Sand.

You will cross the spring-line twice more before
you get back to the car park.

Wherever sand meets clay on Shotover there is
likely to be an outflow of water, and the resulting
streams, marshes and wetland flushes are rich in
plants and animals - especially insects.

The Shotover Wildlife Grassland Habitat Project

The open ground around this part of the Green Trail
has been cleared of bracken and topsoil to allow the
area to revert slowly to grassland. The sandy soils
here are acidic and only support plants that can
tolerate this type of soil. Acidic soils are not
common in the county and therefore many of the
plants are rare in Oxfordshire.

The slow return from bare soil to grass is also
important for scarce lichens and mosses, as well as a
great many burrowing insects.

‘Lowland Acid Grassland’ is officially recognised
as having been in serious decline through the 20th
century, and is now a priority habitat for restoration.
Under the Shotover Wildlife Grassland Habitat
Project, the Country Park has made a major
contribution to the stability of regional biodiversity.

The Bloody-nosed Beetle (Timarcha tenebricosa) is
commonly seen on
heathy tracks, and is
often seen on Shotover.
When disturbed it oozes
a blood-like substance to
deter predators!



 Bear R at the next junction (□). The path
remains level for 40 yds, then heads downhill, soon
descending steeply over steps.
On the right of this path stands a modern building on
high ground, overlooking the village of Blenheim (now
part of Horspath). This is the site of a pub that was
demolished in the mid-20th century. It is not clear how
this drinking house fitted into Horspath life, but we know
that some Horspath villagers were born there. Before
the pub was knocked down, an old pub sign with the
name of The Half Moon was found in the cellar.

 At the bottom of the descent, turn R at the T (□).
This damp dark corner of the SSSI, with plenty of wet
rotting wood, has been host to many scarce fungi. Of
equal importance here are the insects that feed and nest
in the fungus caps, including an exceptionally rare
fungus-gnat (recorded in 2006 by Shotover Wildlife).

 Cross the footbridge and carefully follow the
narrow and uneven path until it descends to a small
plank footbridge at the bottom (□).
The damp area in this low corner is one of Shotover’s
smaller permanent spring-fed marshes. Even this little
flower-rich marsh makes its own unique contribution to
wildlife diversity, with species that appear nowhere else
in the SSSI - for example Common Star of Bethlehem.

 Turn L uphill (ignoring the stile), keeping the
Shotover boundary fence on your R.
The track on the right marks the eastern boundary of the
SSSI.

 Turn L at the next □. Pass a □ and bear L at the

next □. Continue uphill and turn R at the □. At the T
(□), turn L.
On the other side of the hedge is a large field known as
Rowe Field or Red Sharde Field. The field is of great
archaeological interest, as pieces of knapped flint and
ancient pottery have been found here. The finds suggest
that this prominent field was a strategic location for
settlement, supporting important local industries. As far
back as 8,000 years ago, flint tools were made here,
and then later, in the 3rd century AD, kilns of a Romano-
British type were producing white or red flagons and
bowls, some decorated with Shotover ochre.

 Continue alongside Rowe Field and onto a

bridleway joining from the L (□). Continue SO at the
oblique + (crossing the Oxford Green Belt Way).
Although wooded, this area of Horseshoe Field was
almost treeless during World War II, as it was used for
tank training. Young woodland like this is often relatively
poor in species. In places on Shotover young woodland
has been successfully restored to acid grassland: a rich
and nationally scarce habitat. Even after many years
under tree cover, grassland plants such as Heath
Speedwell quickly return from the old seed bank.

 Continue SO, near the edge of the open field,

and past a □ marked with a right–left bend. Go 50
yds further to the + (at the next □), turn R, walk 20
yds onto The Plain and turn L.
The Plain, the open area from here to the car park, was
part of the original road from London to Oxford until
about 1790. This broad way probably looks much the
same as it did hundreds of years ago. As you walk
along, you can only marvel at the number of famous
poets, philosophers, scientists, clerics, statesmen and
musicians who have travelled this way, as well as kings,
queens and highwaymen!

 Follow the left-hand edge of The Plain for about
½ mile. Eventually the car park will come into view.

We hope you have enjoyed these notes.
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Part 2
(Part 1 on the reverse)

Heath Speedwell
(Veronica officinalis) has
downy-soft leaves and subtle
blue flowers that form
patches of colour
amongst the
acidic grasses
from May to
August.


