
Which birds use Shotover?

Many different birds are to be seen flying, or
heard singing, around the various contrasting
habitats at Shotover.

Since the year 2000 a total of 118 bird
species have been observed over an area
that includes the Country Park, the
neighbouring fields, and the ponds and lakes
of the northern side.

Many of these birds rely on Shotover for food
and roosting and, most importantly, over half
of them nest and breed here. Some of our
breeding birds are here all year, such as
Great Tits, Wrens and Robins. Others are
non-resident and migrate to Britain each year
during the summer. These visitors include the
Cuckoo, and many different warblers with
their wonderful range of tuneful songs.

There are winter visitors too, who breed
further north or east and stop off at Shotover
to feed. These birds can form quite large
flocks, and include Redwings and Fieldfares.

Some birds to look out for:

Bullfinches are almost
always seen in pairs.
The handsome male
has a brilliant pinkish-
red breast, a black
crown and grey
upperparts. The female
has a similar pattern but
is fawn above and
below. The call is a

distinctively plaintive low whistle. Bullfinches
breed on Shotover and can be seen all year
round. However, their numbers have declined
greatly in Oxfordshire and Britain, and they
are “red-listed”: meaning that they are of
national conservation concern.

Red Kites, by contrast can be
regarded as a conservation success.
Following a re-introduction
programme in the Chilterns,
which began towards the end
of the 1980s, they are now
often seen soaring over
Shotover seeking the
carrion that is their
main source of food.
Red Kites are
large impressive
birds and are
unmistakable
with their forked
tail and majestic
mastery of the
air.

Another large raptor commonly seen
overhead is the Buzzard, whose numbers
have also increased in recent years. Unlike
the Kite, their tails are short and rounded.
Both can make their presence known with
rather cat-like ‘mewing’ cries.

Shotover’s most common bird of prey,
however, is the Sparrowhawk, a much
smaller bird that can sometimes be seen
swooping at speed through the trees or over
hedges. All these raptors, and the Kestrel,
are resident here and so may be seen at any
time of year.

All three British woodpeckers are resident
on Shotover.

The Green Woodpecker
has a far-carrying cry or
“yaffle” (the old country
name for this bird was
the Yaffle) or it may be
seen streaking through
the air with its brilliant
green plumage and
yellow rump, or pecking
around in the grass
seeking ants. The sandy
soil of Shotover, with
plenty of ants, suits this
bird well as does the availability of standing
dead timber, in which it builds its nest.

The Great Spotted Woodpecker is smaller
and mainly black and white, and makes its
presence known in spring with a loud
drumming. Smaller still, and much rarer, is the
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, which is “red-
listed” and of national conservation concern.

A very noticeable summer visitor is the
Chiffchaff, not because of its visibility but
rather its song, which consists of a continual
repetition of its name: chiff-chaff-chiff-chaff.
This common warbler is
unremarkable in appearance
with olive grey plumage.

Almost indistinguishable by
sight is the less common
Willow Warbler, but his
song is entirely different, a
tuneful melody on a
downward floating scale.



Enjoy the birds on Shotover

While walking around Shotover Hill,
take this leaflet with you, and look out for the
birds that are listed in the table below. Tick
them off as you see or hear them. (If you
don’t have a pen, prick the paper with a
hawthorn spine!)

Write in the date and compare the
results with your next visit.

Date: Observer:

Blackcap Long Tailed Tit

Blackbird Magpie

Blue Tit Mistle Thrush

Bullfinch Moorhen

Buzzard Nuthatch

Carrion Crow Red Kite

Chaffinch Redwing

Chiffchaff Robin

Coal Tit Rook

Cuckoo Skylark

Dunnock Song Thrush

Fieldfare Sparrowhawk

Goldcrest Starling

Goldfinch Swallow

Great Spotted Woodpecker Swift

Great Tit Tawny Owl

Green Woodpecker Treecreeper

Greenfinch Willow Warbler

Jackdaw Woodpigeon

Jay Wren

Kestrel Yellowhammer
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Shotover Country Park is
recognized nationally as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI). This is because
of the fine mosaic of interacting habitats
and the great diversity of associated
wildlife. The habitats include marsh,
ancient woodland, acid grassland and
lowland heath.

The diversity of habitats is reflected
in the bird-life with over 90 species
recorded recently in the County Park alone.
Almost all of these birds rely on Shotover in
some way, with over half of them
succeeding in breeding here.

Research and survey work by
members of Shotover Wildlife, with the
help of Oxford Ornithological Society,
continues to increase our understanding of
the birds at Shotover and their
conservation requirements.
Shotover Wildlife is a voluntary organisation
founded to research and communicate the
importance of Shotover Hill for wildlife
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